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Here we are again in September and getting ready to start a new season of Guild meetings.  On September 18th we will have our first meeting. As usual we will not have a formal speaker for the this meeting, but we will spend our time talking about what we have been doing during the summer and hopefully showing some of the results and in addition, we will also be talking about what we need to plan for the future.

The start of the season coincides with a lot of outside activity.  In September we have Latta Plantation's Folk Festival on 24th and 25th and also on the same day Murray's Mill Harvest Folk Festival.  We usually have members at both of these events.  Unfortunately this year they are on the same dates.

 On October 1st Daniel Stowe is holding their Autumn Faire, to which we have been invited.  The Southeastern Animal Fiber Fair  (SAFF) will be held October 21st-23rd at the WNC Agricultural Center next to the Asheville Airport.  For those new members who are not familiar with SAFF check out their website at http://www.saffsite.org/ .  It's a great opportunity to take classes, look at equipment, maybe even buy equipment, talk to vendors and certainly buy yarn.  On the 22nd of October there is the annual event at Hart Square.  If you don't know about that event check out http://www.catawbahistory.org/hart_square.php .  Several of our members will be demonstrating spinning and weaving at this event.

Locally, thanks to Carol, Vivian and Sallie we now have an excellent display in two of the windows of the Kress Building in downtown Gastonia.  If you haven't already seen it, check it out before the next meeting
 If you know of other events of interest to the Guild, please let me know, so we can post the information on the website.

 As I said in the last Newsletter, Sara Munday and  I have been working on Bylaws revisions.  We are making good progress and we will update you at the September meeting.

 Jan has already written about the Guild hosting the 2013 Southeastern Fiber Forum.  We are making progress in lining up potential teachers. We have a meeting with the SFFA Board the day before our next Guild meeting so our news will be hot off the press at our meeting.

 If you have any ideas about programs you would like us to have this coming season, please contact Karen Cox and for Workshop ideas please pass these on to Sara Munday.

 We will be looking for someone to host the September Handwork meeting.

 Finally don't forget, if you haven't already paid you membership dues for the coming season, please see Dick Kistler.                          Maurice

Knit for Chickens!  [image: image2.jpg]



(From the UK “Blagger”)

“How did I not know before about the world of knitting for chickens?

You wouldn’t think chickens and jumpers naturally went together, but when they’re ex-battery hens, which generally arrive in a terrible state and missing a good many feathers, they take to them surprisingly well. Particularly in the winter when it’s freezing cold and they find themselves strutting around like a freshly-plucked roast.

Now I’m not a knitter myself. Learning properly is on the list of things to do, and I think I’ll start with something easy like a scarf. From what I can make out on the instructions published by Little Hen Rescue, though, it’s a bit like knitting an elongated tea cosy. Little Hen takes in battery hens for rehoming, and has been asking visitors to knit and send in jumpers for their residents. The patterns are impressive, with adjustable neck fastenings and, for expert knitters, a more advanced design that they call the Deluxe Chux Tux.

Farming Today ran a story on Friday about a group from the Women's Institute that took in five ex-battery hens, kept them in a greenhouse on their allotments and knitted them some jumpers when the new year weather was bad and it dropped to eight degrees below zero. The chooks liked them so much they started laying eggs again.

The local paper, too, was impressed with Little Hen Rescue’s efforts and ran a story, and posted the above video of the chuffed chooks in their snazzy pulls.”

For more on this, check out this link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKSmh8Q0zBc
Catawba County Historical Association’s 27th ANNUAL
HARVEST FOLK FESTIVAL

September 24 & 25 , 2011
Saturday: 10:00 AM- 5:00 PM
Sunday: 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
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The Murray’s Mill Harvest Folk Festival celebrates Catawba County’s agricultural heritage with an array of exhibits, craftsmen, and activities, including petting zoos, antique cars, tractors, and farm machinery, and traditional food preparations such as molasses making. Bluegrass, Country, and Gospel comprise the impressive band schedule, the Cockman Family hosting musicians and audience in the Murray’s Mill Amphitheater. Included in the ticket price ($5 at the gate) is a tour of the mill, whose original French buhr millstones grind away producing bags of flour, a prized and usable souvenir.

See link:  http://www.catawbahistory.org/murrays_mill_harvest_folk_festival.php
for schedule and further information.

PFG RETREAT PHOTOS

If you haven’t seen these, here are links to cut and paste….

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=87fe0c4258&view=att&th=1322133e9fcb0588&attid=0.1&disp=thd&realattid=f_gs0o17lp0&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=87fe0c4258&view=att&th=1322133e9fcb0588&attid=0.2&disp=thd&realattid=f_gs0o1gdl1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=87fe0c4258&view=att&th=1322133e9fcb0588&attid=0.3&disp=thd&realattid=f_gs0o1mfk2&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=87fe0c4258&view=att&th=1322133e9fcb0588&attid=0.4&disp=thd&realattid=f_gs0o1t7g3&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=87fe0c4258&view=att&th=1322133e9fcb0588&attid=0.5&disp=thd&realattid=f_gs0o22444&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=87fe0c4258&view=att&th=1322133e9fcb0588&attid=0.6&disp=thd&realattid=f_gs0o2a8s5&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=87fe0c4258&view=att&th=1322133e9fcb0588&attid=0.7&disp=thd&realattid=f_gs0o2iea6&zw
 It’s Official ! Piedmont Fiber Guild to be the host Guild for the Southeast Fiber Forum in 2013

Update on the 2013 Fiber Forum Conference 
Planning has begun on our hosting responsibilities for the 2013 Fiber Forum to be held April 4-7 at the Arrowmont School facilities in Gatlinburg TN.

Maurice, Sallie, Vivian, and Alice met to discuss potential teachers for the event. Weaving, spinning, felting, and more were discussed and many teacher names bandied about. The group has sent out query emails to a variety of instructors to find out who is available and interested in the possibility of teaching at the conference.

     I'm also happy to announce that Carol Wertz has agreed to be our registrar for the event! We are so fortunate that she is willing to do this job for us. Thanks Carol!

     There are many other volunteer positions that need to be filled, including vendor coordinator, fashion show coordinator, people willing to make items & solicit items for the participants, and more.

    Please think about what you'd like to volunteer for. I plan to be at the September meeting with more information on the volunteer opportunities available. If you'd like to contact me regarding the conference, please don't hesitate to contact me:

FiberForum2013Chair@gmail.com
Jan Smiley
BITS AND PIECES

Earth Guild Classes

33 Haywood Street, Asheville  NC  28801

ON-LOOM WEAVING: August 30, September 6, 13 & 20

RIGID HEDDLE WEAVING: October 4 & 11

Asheville Quilt Show 2011

New Location
The WNC Agriculture Center
1301 Fanning Bridge Road
Fletcher, NC
(Just off I-26 across from the airport.)

September 30, 2011, October 1 and 2, 2011

Barbara Pate, 2011 Asheville Quilt Show Chair
brpate@charter.net or  828-254-4915

CRAFT FAIR OF THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS

October 20 - 23, 2011
Asheville Civic Center, 87 Haywood St, Asheville, NC
Thursday - Saturday:  10am to 6pm; Sunday: 10am to 5pm
Admission: $8, children under 12 free
Info:  828-298-7928

FOR SALE: Glimakra 40”

Well taken care of/well loved Glimakra-Ideal 40" countermarche loom in excellent condition. Texsolve heddles, bench included. Floor space 41x51" Height 63".
This looms sells new from between $3,400 - $2,900. I will sell it for $1,200, cash only.
Buyer pick up in Charlotte, NC.
Also For Sale: All weaving accessories, books, magazines and yarn. Price negotiable. 
Mieke Chalmers  

miekechalmers@carolina.rr.com
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Fiber Arts are Everywhere!

(Yes, they are!)
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