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Here we are at the end of another year already.  It presents us with the opportunity to look back at the past year of accomplishments and look forward to another year of new challenges

So how has the past year been for the Piedmont Fiber Guild?

Like many organizations we have a turnover of members. People leave the Guild  for many reasons – they move away from the area, their interests change or they may  be dissatisfied with the way the Guild is run.  Fortunately we have added quite a few new enthusiastic members and we can report that the Guild is in a healthy state.

The success of the Guild depends heavily on the participation of its members, nothing is going to happen by magic.  The Guild is only going to be as good as we make it. In that regard, I am pleased to note that we now have a full Board, after passing through a period where we couldn't find sufficient people willing to help.  One of the results of this is that we are once again publishing a Newsletter.  But here again the continued success of the Newsletter depends up members sending in contributions to Catherine.

One of the major decisions we made during the past year was to act as the host Guild for the Southeastern Fiber Forum Association's meeting in April 2013 in Gatlinburg TN.  Jan will bring you up-to-date elsewhere in the Newsletter.  The SFFA's website can be found at http://sefiberforum.org
Turning closer to home, we have had some excellent speakers during the past year, but again I would like to remind you that we would really appreciate receiving suggestions for Programs and Workshops  from you our members.

The December meeting will be our traditional holiday party.  It will be held at our house on December 10th.  For anyone needing directions please contact me privately and I will send you the information.  Closer to the date I will post suggestions for parking – I need to negotiate with my neighbor to see if we can use his driveway too.

We will have a pot luck lunch and also our usual gift exchange.  There has already been some discussion on the Chat group about the type of gift.  It should be fiber related and  not expensive – it can be something you have made or something you have bought.  I have asked on the Chat Group whether we want a straight selection on a “stealing” one.  So far the voting has been in favor of a straight drawing.

We hope to see you on the 10th, but if we do not, we would like to take this opportunity to wish you  a happy  holiday and all the best for 2012

Maurice Blackburn
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The Christmas party this year will be at the home of Maurice Blackburn (directions sent to e-mails), on December 10th from about 11:30-?  There will be a pot luck meal to share, and gift exchange.  The gift should be  fiber / creativity related.  It can be something hand-made, or something that will enable the recipient to create something themselves.  There is no specific value on this, but it should be something you would be happy to receive yourself!

UPCOMING TAPESTRY EXHIBIT

The Gaston County Museum of Art and History in Dallas will hold a tapestry exhibit Feb 18---April 14  2012.
Admission  free.

The exhibit, called "Northwest by Southeast" , will be a collaboration of two groups: Tapestry Weavers South and Tapestry Artists of Puget Sound.
This is a non-juried show.

www.gastoncountymuseum.org
Our own Genie will be demonstrating
on different days through-out the time frame.

NATURAL DYING WITH POKEBERRIES

The most exciting natural dyeing project I’ve done so far is definitely the wool yarn dyed with pokeberries in a pumpkin shell.   It was so easy to turn a skein of hand spun wool from my Gulf Coast sheep into a beautiful shade of deep purple yarn.  

The dyeing project was part of a Living History Saturday program where I and a few other fiber junkies played around with pokeberries and black walnuts in a variety of pots.  Both of the dye stuffs are historically accurate for the 18th and 19th centuries, and there are even several references to using a pumpkin as the pot for the berries.  The following is the dye method that I used. 

First of all, it is important to note that the entire mature poke plant is poisonous, so handle with care.  Rubber gloves will protect your hands and keep them from turning purple!  The plant usually grows along the edges of the woods, along the roads and even alongside gardens.  I have pulled many plants before I realized how valuable they are for dyeing.  The berries ripen in the fall, but you have to be quick to get them before the birds eat them.  If you don’t have access to all you need at one time, or plan on dyeing at a later time, just freeze them as you harvest them.  I pulled them from the vine and stored them in a plastic zipper bag in the freezer.  

The dyeing process is a 10-day project so plan ahead.  When I was ready to dye, I cut the top off a medium-size pumpkin and hollowed it out.  Then I put in about a quart of thawed pokeberries and filled the pumpkin shell about three-quarters full of well water.   After stirring, I lowered wet yarn into the pumpkin.  I attached a string to the yarn so I could lift it out easily to check it each day.  I also rotated the string along the wool so it dyed evenly.  I kept the lid on the pumpkin accept when I checked the yarn.  

The yarn did not need to be mordanted, which is another reason this is such an easy project.  Some sources indicated that the pumpkin would mold after a few days, and it would stink.  I did not see mold until day 10, and even then it was a light skim of white mold on the top of the water.  And it didn’t stink!   Also, one source said the yarn would turn brown, another said crimson.  I know that old berries do turn brown; maybe mine didn’t ferment as fast.  I was leery that I would just get brown yarn and was very happy that it stayed as purple as the fresh berries.  On day 10 I removed the yarn from the pumpkin and rinsed it until the water ran clear.  

I have read that pokeberries do not produce a very light-fast color.  So we’ll see what happens over time.  Hopefully, my yarn won’t lose too much color.  But if it does, it will be easy to dye it again next fall!  Have fun dyeing with pokeberries and I’d love to see your yarn.

Karen Cox [image: image4] [image: image5]
HELLO FROM WORKSHOPS !

I have some good things coming up in workshops this winter that I am excited to share with the guild...

 

First:

In January, Lisa Matthews will be teaching a felted soap workshop.

The workshop will cover basic beginning felting information and the end result will be

two felted bars of soap.  One to keep and one to share.  Perfect for a valentine's day gift!

The cost is $45 including soap, fiber and all the information you can pick up in one day from Lisa.

Children over the age of 5 are welcome within this this workshop.

 

The date is TBD, but I will send out emails as soon as I know for certain.

Location will be the newspaper office in Lincolnton

Time: 10am until it’s finished (somewhere between 2 and 4pm), probably with a break for lunch at a local cafe.

 

 

Second:

On February 4th, Genie Greenlaw will teach her fabulous class "Tapestry Weaving De-Mystifed"

 

Genie sent me the following course description:

 

TAPESTRY WEAVING DE-MYSTIFIED

 

This introduction to tapestry weaving features three basic techniques and
a smooth transition to weaving a 9 inch square picture or design. Tips and
tricks presented through-out. Discussions. All equipment in kits becomes the
student’s.
Bring scissors for your own convenience. For second session IF DESIRED
bring your own picture, design, or geometric. Keep it simple this time. But I
will have enough for everyone to choose from.

 

FIRST SESSION - Morning

We’ll start by weaving a sampler on pre-warped (strung) cardboards using
three basic techniques. They’re simple, and time may allow us to cover
more. The handouts discuss them all.

 

SECOND SESSION - Afternoon

On pre-warped wood frame looms (no nails), we’ll weave the base, affix
pattern to loom, pick out colors, and begin weaving.
Handouts on neat and informative websites, material sources, and books.

 

 

This class was really a lot of fun last year, and Genie is a patient and kind teacher.  If you are at all interested, please sign up!  You won't regret it.

There will be a second 'work date' determined at the time of the first workshop when participants will

come back together to weave, get assistance and perhaps finish up the projects begun in the workshop.

 

Once again, the Date is Feb 4th

Cost is $30 tuition, $25 materials

Time is 10am until 4pm with a break for lunch - probably a bring your own lunch affair.

Quiet children who are interested in weaving are welcome.

 

Third:

Finally, on February 25th, Shirley Young will be teaching a class on Carding.

Shirley will cover basic information on how to card wool to achieve different results

Drum Carding, and Carding with hand cards will be covered as well as basic do's and don'ts

Cost for the workshop is $30 with $10 for materials

Bring your own carder if you have one, and be prepared to share tools as a group.

This workshop will happen at Shirley's house, 10a-4p with a break for lunch to be determined by the class

participants.  Probably not a child friendly workshop, talk to Shirley with specific requests, if needed.

 

 

 

Other workshops in "the works"

1. A course on color.  How it works, how it works together, ways to think about it.

2. A course on "advanced carding"  You already know the basics, perhaps you took Shirley's class and you want to

know more? 

3. The natural dying workshop that we won the grant for last year.

 

 

If anyone has any suggestions for workshops, or anything you'd really like to see offered, please contact me.  I would be thrilled to receive input and motivation to create a great schedule of workshops for the guild.

 

If you are interested in taking any of these classes please contact me via email to register and we will arrange payment at that

Time,  either by mail or in person.

 

Have a great Christmas / Winter break if you get one and I look forward to hearing from many eager Fiber Guild members signing up

for workshops!

 
Sara Munday
UPDATE ON 2013 SFFA CONFERENCE

Classes/Instructors

The following committee members: Maurice, Vivian, Alice, Sallie and I have been working on lining up instructors for the April 4-7, 2013 conference. I would like to again thank them for their willingness to work on this early and important task in making the conference the success we all wish it to be, and to thank everyone who sent in suggestions on class topics and instructors. 

The following people (in no particular order) have already agreed to teach classes for us, and we plan to announce additional classes in future newsletters:

Jason Collingwood –weaving. Jason will also be a keynote speaker one evening

Becky Walker - wet felting

Karen Donde - Turned Biederwand

Dianne Totten - Crimp & Create (shibori pleats)

Eileen Hallman - Natural Dyes on Cotton

Jane Prater - Perfect Fit the Easy Way

Liz Spear - Sewing Handwoven Fabric

Paula Vester - Spinning New & Bast Fibers

Susan Leveille - Small Looms

Kathryn Weber - Non traditional weave with space dyed warps

Registrar

Carol has agreed to be our registrar for the conference. This can be a fairly big job, so please consider saying Yes to Carol if she asks for help as we get closer to the conference date. I know Carol met with the registrar from the 2011 event, so she already has a good grasp on the job. Thanks Carol!

Vendors

Karen has agreed to be our vendor coordinator and I know she was busy at SAFF looking with keen eyes at the mix and variety of vendors she has a chance to consider inviting to the conference. Please share your vendor related ideas with Karen. Thanks Karen!

Gifts

Our weaving folks have agreed to make mug rugs for us to give out as gifts from PFG to everyone attending the Fiber Forum. Thanks in advance for that commitment of time, fiber and skill!

Theme

We still need a theme/phrase/concept for the conference. Please share any thoughts you have on that with me OR better yet, post your ideas to the Yahoo group so we can have an interactive sharing of words/ideas/phrases. The 2011 conference was called “Return to the Mountains”. Words that have been tossed around: fiber, fun, textile……. let’s work on this together!

How About You?

Thank you in advance for your willingness to chip in however your time and talents allow!  I know 2013 may sound like it’s a long way off, but it’s already December of 2011 and we’ve all seen how quickly this year is whizzing by!!   Email me at: FiberForum2013Chair@gmail.com to let me know how you’d like to be involved!

Jan Smiley

FELTING FORUM:  FELTING WITH THRIFT SHOP WOOLENS 

This is a great time to find sweaters in your local thrift store - lots of people are putting away their winter clothing and getting rid of some pieces. Depending on the sweater you use, you can make everything from sturdy tote bags to felted jewelry. 

It's quite easy to felt a sweater, really - just run it through your washer with hot water and soap, and then through your dryer. But there are a few finer points to keep in mind:

Protect your washer! First of all, know that as your sweater is felting in your washer, it will also be throwing off lots of woolly fiber. If you felt a lot of sweaters, this fuzz can easily clog up your washer, leading to costly repairs. So, put your sweaters into a mesh laundry bag with a drawstring before you wash them. Close the drawstring tightly, and safety-pin the strings so they won't loosen during washing. Then remove the sweaters from the bag before you place them in the dryer. You'll also find wads of fuzz in the bag.

By the way, it's best to do your felting in a top-loading washer. Front-load machines don't provide as much agitation during washing, so your sweaters won't felt as well.

Be sure to protect your dryer, too - clean the lint trap frequently.

Begin with animal fibers. Only animal-fiber sweaters will felt, so look for wool, alpaca, cashmere, or a blend of these. Plant-based fibers, like cotton or rayon, will never felt. Nor, sadly, will the ubiquitous acrylic. If you find a great sweater that's at least 80% animal fiber with a little synthetic thrown in, give it a try - sometimes, they'll felt just fine. 
Different sweaters felt differently. If you have a specific project in mind for your felted sweater, then it's a good idea to think about how your sweater will look after felting. Heavier weight, 100% wool sweaters, such as the traditional fishermen's sweater, will felt into something very thick and stiff - great for a laptop case, but not for a stuffed toy. A lightweight cashmere sweater will be very soft and drapey after felting - which is lovely for a scarf, but won't have enough body for a tote bag.

How do I know it's felted? When you pull your sweater out of the dryer, look for two things: 

- Did the sweater shrink significantly? 

- Can I still see the texture of the knitted stitches?

If the answer is "No" to the first question and "Yes" to the second, try running the sweater through the washer and dryer again. And maybe even a third time. Some sweaters just need a little extra encouragement. Which brings me to my next point:

It's not an exact science. The thing about thrifted sweaters is, you may not know their whole history. Some 100% wool sweaters have been treated to be washable, which means they won't felt. But the tag that would tell you this has been cut off the sweater long ago. So, just be prepared: some sweaters will resist your felting efforts. And if they do, you can still cut them up and make things from them. You'll just have to finish the edges.

It's felted. Now what? To prepare your felted sweater for crafting, just cut off the ribbed cuffs and then cut the sweater apart at the shoulder, side, and underarm seams. Remove any labels and buttons, and you're ready to craft.

(If you have never felted before, it is good to practice with old sweaters when trying it for the first time – this way you will not ruin the labor of countless hours of knitting when you are not used to how to obtain the desired results !)

Apologies- we had to send this (in the interest of getting it out quickly!) with almost all of the pictures missing, because one or more of the pictures sent to me was so large (pixl wise) that it would not allow it to be sent.  When you send pics for the newsletter, please make sure it is a small amount of pixls so that I can use it  Thanks!
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